CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


Beauty and the Beast (Gary Trousdale and Kirk Wise, 1991, 90 min.)

Adapted by Lynda Woolverton and Roger Allers from the 1756 story by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont, itself based on Madame Gabrielle‐Suzanne de Villeneuve's longer narrative of 1740—and both uncredited in the Disney film.
Cast:

Belle (Paige O'Hara)

Beast (Robby Benson)

Gaston (Richard White)

Lumiere (Jerry Orbach)

Cogsworth / Narrator (David Ogden Stiers)

Mrs. Potts (Angela Lansbury)

Chip (Bradley Pierce)

Maurice (Rex Everhart)

Lefou (Jesse Corti)

Philippe (Hal Smith)

Wardrobe (Jo Anne Worley)

Babette (Mary Kay Bergman)

Stove (Brian Cummings)

Bookseller (Alvin Epstein)

Monsieur D'Arque (Tony Jay)

Baker (Alec Murphy)

Featherduster (Kimmy Robertson)

Bimbette (Kath Soucie)

Footstool (Frank Welker) 

Abstract (Adapted from Netflix.com and IMDB.com):

In this modern-day Disney animated classic set in 18th-century France, young bookworm Belle yearns to escape her ordinary existence—and her village's boorish suitors—until she becomes imprisoned in the mansion of a hideous, coldhearted beast. Can Belle help the monster revive the man within? Nominated for an Oscar for Best Picture (losing to The Silence of the Lambs) and featuring an Oscar-winning score, this was the first full length animated feature to win the Golden Globe for Best Picture (Musical or Comedy),.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Beauty and the Beast? Consider especially this week’s reading and the shifting definitions of masculinity. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are race and class constructed in Beauty and the Beast? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

3.  How does Belle differ from other Disney princesses/heroines? How is she similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  Consider the theme of rebellion and independence in Beauty and the Beast. Is this a common theme among the Disney princesses? How does it compare to other films we’ve seen this term? Give examples from the films to support your observations.
5.  What does Beauty and the Beast teach audiences about romance and love? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

6.  What was the historical context in which Beauty and the Beast was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1991? Or today?

7.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

